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The Georgia Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

50
th

 Annual Georgia Mathematics Conference 
 

 

2009 Conference Overview 
 

 

 

Wednesday, October 14
th 

2:00 ï 7:00 PM  Registration and Lodging Hastings 

3:00 ï 5:00 PM Open House sessions  

      Tasks  Bankers 

      Technology Wildlife Ecology 

5:30 ï 7:00 PM Dinner   New Dining Hall  

7:15 PM  Opening Session  New Dining Hall  

8:45 PM Social Activity Senior Pavilion  

9:00 ï 9:30 PM Registration and Lodging Hastings 
 

 

 

Thursday, October 15
th 

7:00 ï 8:30 AM Breakfast New Dining Hall 

8:00 ï 9:00 AM Welcome First Timers  International Paper 3 

7:30 AMï6:00 PM Registration and Lodging Hastings 

8:00 AMï4:30 PM Conference sessions Various Buildings 

9:00 AMï4:30 PM Exhibits Sutton Hall  

11:30 AMï2 PM Lunch New Dining Hall 

4:45 PM GCTM  Mile Fun Run Bankers 

 Tri-Cross game tournament  Callaway 

5:45 ï 6:45 PM Dinner  New Dining Hall   

6:45 ï 7:15 PM Regional Caucuses Various Buildings 

7:30 PM Evening session Auditorium 

9:00 PM Social Activity Senior Pavilion 

9:00 ï 9:30 PM Registration and Lodging Hastings  
 

 

 

Friday, October 16
th

  
7:00 AMï8:30 AM Breakfast New Dining Hall 

8:00 ï 9:00 AM Welcome First Timers  International Paper 3 

7:30 ï 11:00 AM Registration Hastings  

8:00 AMï3:15 PM Conference sessions Various Buildings 

9:00 AMï3:00 PM Exhibits Sutton Hall  

11:30 AMï2 PM Lunch New Dining Hall 

3:30 ï 4:30 PM  Closing Session  Auditorium 
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GMC: 50 and Fabulous 
 

Thank you for choosing to party with your colleagues from across Georgia at the 2009 Georgia 

Mathematics Conference. Thatôs right, the Georgia Mathematics Conference is 50 and we are 

having a Fabulous celebration. The GCTM platform is intended to support teachers as they 

promote learning through student engagement. This yearôs conference program promises to help 

us reflect on where we have been, share what we are currently doing in mathematics classrooms, 

and look to the future of mathematics education in the State of Georgia. Of course there will be 

the usual fun and fellowship that we have come to expect and enjoy at the conference each year. 

 

In addition to the many sessions provided by classroom teachers and mathematics leaders, the 

program will include three keynote sessions. Dan Flockhart, the author of the Fantasy Sports 

and Mathematics series, will present on Wednesday night. His series has been used by many 

students throughout the U. S. On Thursday night we bring you Calculus the Musical, a comic 

ñreviewò of the concepts and history of Calculus. Although Calculus is usually thought of as a 

high school topic, the musical promises to be entertaining for all spanning genres from light 

opera to hip-hop. We will close the conference on Friday with our friend and colleague, Jane 

Barnard . Jane is a well-respected mathematics educator and has served GCTM, NCTM, and 

mathematics education in Georgia for many years. She will look back at these first fifty years 

and set the course for the next fifty. 

 

As part of the sessions provided on Thursday and Friday, we will be inspired by a series of 

featured speakers. Bill Jasper, Sam Houston State, will share his work on Mathematics for 

English Language Learners. Ana Escuder, a project director at Florida Atlantic University, will 

demonstrate activities with GeoGebra, free dynamic mathematics software. Michaele Chappell, 

Middle Tennessee State University professor and Georgia native, will encourage teachers to 

integrate culture into the mathematics classroom, and Chris Franklin , University of Georgia, 

will provide statistics activities. Doug Clements, SUNY Distinguished Professor, will inspire 

elementary teachers while Irina Lyublinskaya, CUNY, shares her expertise with secondary 

teachers. Janie Cates and Virginia Wilcox  are leaders in mathematics education in Georgia and 

will offer elementary teachers activities and mathematical ideas to use in the classroom.   

 

Again this year, we continue the pre-conference Open House on Wednesday from 3 ï 5 PM.  

Experienced educators will provide a technology experience for conference participants 

interested in an introduction to using graphing calculators, GeoGebra, Geometerôs Sketchpad, 

and interactive white boards. During this same time period, seasoned teacher-leaders will coach 

participants through tasks and share tips for incorporating tasks in classroom instruction. This 

session will include tasks that are appropriate for each grade band: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.   

Unlike the sessions on Thursday and Friday, the Open House will be ñdrop-inò style. You are 

invited to come when you can, experiment with tasks and/or technology, ask questions, and leave 

when you are satisfied (or at 5 PM, whichever comes first). 

 

The Georgia Mathematics Conference depends on the teachers and educators who provide their 

time and expertise for its success. The GMC and GCTM Boards extend their sincere 

appreciation to all those people willing to volunteer to help make each yearôs conference 

great! 
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Conference Highlights 

 

Wednesday 
 

Dan Flockhart, author of the Fantasy Sports and Mathematics series, will kickoff our 

conference at the opening session. This session includes the GCTM Business Meeting and will 

conclude with door prizes. 

 

Following the opening session, enjoy music and complimentary refreshments at the EMC Senior 

Pavilion. An alternate activity, a movie with popcorn, will be available in International Paper.  
 

 

Thursday 
 

The famous GCTM  Mile Fun Run will begin at 4:45 PM at the Bankers Building. Come walk 

or jog this popular fun run! Everyone is invited to participate ï no pre-registration is required! 

Fun Run souvenir t-shirts provided by Carnegie Learning.  

 

Not in the mood to break a sweat?!? How about a brain workout instead!  

Participate in a Tri -Cross tournament in the Callaway building at 4:45 PM. 

 

The Regional Caucuses will convene in assigned locations prior to the evening session ï see 

page 38 to locate your room assignment! 

 

The evening session includes a presentation of Calculus: The Musical! and the announcements 

of the 2009 GCTM award winners, including the Gladys M. Thomason Award. It will  conclude 

with door prizes.  

 

After the evening session, enjoy dancing and complimentary refreshments with others attending 

the conference at the EMC Senior Pavilion.  

 

Friday 
 

The closing session includes a keynote address by Jane Barnard and door prizes. 

 

 

 

 

The Cyber Café is located in the Callaway building. Bring your own laptop and get online via a 

wireless connection or an Ethernet cable connection. 

 

Cell phones have sporadic signal availability at Rock Eagle. In the event of an Emergency 

between the hours of 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM, call 706-484-2899. From 5:00 PM until 8:00 AM, 

call the guardhouse at 706-484-2821. Leave a complete message if the guard is away on rounds. 

The Putnam General Hospital can be reached at 706-485-2711 and is located at 101 Lake 

Oconee Parkway in Eatonton.  



5 

 

Conference Menu 

(cafeteria meals may be purchased only during online pre-registration) 

 

Wednesday 
Dinner Grilled Pork Chops (alternate: Roast Turkey), pretzel salad, 7-layer salad, corn, 

green beans, bread, chocolate cake, beverage 
 

Thursday 
Breakfast Rock Eagle toast, eggs, bacon, grits, hash browns, fruit, bagels, cereal, juices, milk, 

hot tea, coffee  
Lunch***  Chicken Tenders, broccoli spears, rice casserole, apple salad, chicken salad, toss 

salad, rolls, brownies, lemon bars, beverage 
Dinner Hamburgers (Black Bean burger available), baked beans, coleslaw, potato salad, 

fruit, pound cake, ice cream, beverage 
 

Friday  
Breakfast Pancakes & syrup, eggs, sausage, grits, fruit, muffins, bagels, cereal, juices, milk, 

hot tea, coffee 
Lunch***  Turkey & dressing, green beans, yams, toss salad, Waldorf salad, vegetable and 

pasta salad, rolls, assorted desserts, beverage 
 

 
***During the lunch time, the hamburger stand (cash only) will be available outside Sutton Hall 

for those who did not purchase cafeteria meals in advance. 

 

 

GCTM Executive Committee  
 

GCTM President Lynn Stallings, Kennesaw State University 

GCTM Past-President Barbara Ferguson, Retired 

GCTM President-elect Debbie Poss, Lassiter HS, Cobb County 

Vice President for Advocacy Linda Crawford, Augusta State University  

Vice President for Competitions Chuck Garner, Rockdale Magnet School 

Vice President for Constitution & Policy Debbie Gober, Columbus State University 

Vice President for Honors and Awards Cindy Fielder, Americaôs Choice, Inc. 

Vice President for Regional Services Peggy Pool, Atlanta Public Schools  

GMC Chair Nathan Borchelt, Clayton State University 

Secretary Patti Barrett, Retired 

Treasurer Dan Funsch, The Alleluia Community School, Augusta 

NCTM Representative Cathy Franklin, Hardaway HS, Columbus  

Publications Editor Greg Chamblee, Georgia Southern University 

GCTM Webmaster Walter Cotter, Lassiter HS, Cobb County 

Membership Director 

Executive Director 

Susan Craig, Davidson Fine Arts, Richmond County 

Becky King, Retired 
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Georgia Mathematics Conference Board of Directors 
 

Conference Board Chair Nathan Borchelt, Clayton State University 

2009 Program Chair Susie Lanier, Georgia Southern University 

Director of Exhibits Desha Williams, Kennesaw State University 

Director of Facilities Ken Montgomery, University of Georgia 

Director of Finance Dan Funsch, The Alleluia Community School, Augusta 

Director of Promotions Shronda Smith, Babb MS, Clayton County 

Director of Records Don Brown, Macon State College 

Director of Registration Jean Linner, Lassiter HS, Cobb County 

Director of Special Events Don Brown, Macon State College 

Director of Technology Tom Ottinger, Retired 

GMC Webmaster Walter Cotter, Lassiter HS, Cobb County 

Conference Coordinator Nickey Ice, Eastside Christian School, Marietta 

2010 Program Chair Nikita Patterson, Kennesaw State University   

GCTM President Lynn Stallings, Kennesaw State University 

Treasurer Dan Funsch, The Alleluia Community School, Augusta 

Executive Director of GCTM Becky King, Retired 

 

 

2010 Georgia Mathematics Conference 

October 13-15, 2010  
 

Plan to present at the next Georgia Mathematics Conference!  

Submit your proposal online beginning February 1, 2010 

Proposal review and conference scheduling will begin June 1, 2010.  

 
2009 Georgia Mathematics Conference Program Committee 

 

Susie Lanier, Chair, Georgia Southern University  

Sybilla Beckmann, University of Georgia 

Nathan Borchelt, Clayton State University  

Linda Crawford, Augusta State University 

Debbie Gober, Columbus State University  

Nickey Ice, Eastside Christian School  

Vicki Mason, Treutlen County HS 

Diana Lossner, Pope HS 

Nikita Patterson, Kennesaw State University  

Blanche Presley, Macon State College 

Patia Rountree, Southeast Bulloch MS 

Lynn Stallings, Kennesaw State University  

Sharon Taylor, Georgia Southern University 

Christy Wray, Mitchell County HS 
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Exhibitors 
 

 

The following vendors have registered to exhibit at the conference.  

 

New this year: the exhibits are located in Sutton Hall!  

 
 

AIMS Education Foundation Learning Wrap-ups 

ALEKS Corporation Logical Choice Technologies 

American Book Company Math a Magic 

Americaôs Choice Math Teacherôs Press 

Brainchild  Mind Research Institute 

Camcor, Inc.  NCTM 

Carnegie Learning Inc. Neufeld Learning Systems 

CASIO America, Inc. Northpoint Horizons 

Curriculum Associates Pearson 

Dodge Learning Resources / Howbrite Pearson Prentice Hall 

Educators Outlet, Inc. Pearson Scott Foresman 

eInstruction  Reading Source 

ETA/Cuisenaire RMEducation 

Great Source SRA / Wright Group McGraw Hill  

Hart, Inc. Texas Instruments 

Heinemann The EDMAT Company 

Holt-McDougal  The School Box 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Triumph Learning/Coach Books/Buckle Down 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Learning Technology University of Georgia ï Griffin Campus 

Key Curriculum Press Walch Education 

Lakeshore Learning Materials Western Governors University 

Learning Source for Rhymes 'n James William H. Sadlier, Inc. 

Learning with Alisha! LLC  
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Open House Wednesday, 3-5 PM 
 

We are pleased to provided early arrivers a set of pre-conference options. Experienced educators 

will provide a technology open house for conference attendees interested in an introduction to using 

graphing calculators, Geometerôs Sketchpad, GeoGebra, or interactive white boards.  

 

During the same time period, seasoned teacher-leaders will coach participants as they work through 

tasks and will share tips for incorporating tasks in classroom instruction. There will be tasks 

appropriate for each grade band.  
 

Taking You To Task  
(Bankers building)  

Grades K ï 2 Jessica Jetton and Sharquinta Tuggle 

Grades 3 ï 5 Jean Anderson and Denise Huddlestun 

Grades 6 ï 8 Kelli Nipper 

Grades 9 ï 12 Diana Lossner  

 

Introduction to Technology   
(Wildlife Ecology building)  

WE 1  GeoGebra ï Ana Escuder  

WE 2  Graphing Calculators ï Debbie Poss 

WE 3  Geometerôs Sketchpad ï Marsha Sanders-Leigh 

WE 4  Interactive Whiteboard ï Karen Lawrence  
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Wednesday 7:15 PM 

Opening Session  

 
 

 

Dan Flockhart 

Fantasy Sports and Mathematics ï A New Paradigm 

 

Dan Flockhart is the author of the Fantasy Sports and Mathematics Series, hands-on programs that 

give students opportunities to manage ñfantasyò teams of professional athletes. Fantasy sports are 

dynamic games that can increase motivation and achievement. More information can be found at 

www.fantasysportsmath.com. 

 

 

 

 

Dan Flockhart is the author of the Fantasy Sports and 

Mathematics Series, hands-on programs that give 

students opportunities to manage "fantasy" teams of 

professional athletes. The programs are based on 

football, baseball, basketball, and soccer, and have been 

featured widely in the media, including ESPN. 

Flockhart taught middle school mathematics for 11 

years in the San Francisco Bay Area and has over 25 

years experience playing fantasy sports. He has also 

taught college success courses at a community college 

in Northern California. In 2008, he produced a 

documentary film that showed the impact of fantasy 

sports in learning environments. The film is posted on 

YouTube. Flockhart has recently completed a new book 

on ethics, culture, and education (including math 

education). More information can be found at 

www.fantasysportsmath.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

The GCTM Business Meeting will immediately follow the 

evening keynote speaker. 
 

Following the business meeting, please join your fellow conference participants for music and 

refreshments at the EMC Senior Pavilion. 

http://www.fantasysportsmath.com/
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Plan your conference schedule! 
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 

8:00-9:00 
  

9:15-10:15 
  

10:30-11:30 
  

11:45-12:45 
  

1:00-2:00 
  

2:15-3:15 
  

3:30-4:30 
  

4:45 
Extracurricular Activity 

6:45 
Regional Caucuses 

7:30 
Evening Session 

 

 

Friday 

8:00-9:00  

9:15-10:15  

10:30-11:30  

11:45-12:45  

1:00-2:00  

2:15-3:15  

3:30-4:30 Closing Session  
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Thursday 8-9 AM  
   

International 

Paper 3 
Welcome First Time Participants to the 

Georgia Mathematics Conference! 

Barbara Ferguson, GCTM Past-President 

#1 

PreK-College 

In this presentation you will gain some tips to help you get the most out of the conference. This 

session is only for first timers and especially for newer teachers. This session is brought to you by 

the Executive Committee of the Georgia Council of Teachers of Mathematics. 
Senior 

Pavilion 
Assessment LEarning in Knowledge Spaces = ALEKS 

Jean Austin, Special Education Consultant, Newton County School  

#2 

3 ï 12  

District and Petra Griffin, Educational Sales Consultant 

ALEKS is a research-based, supplemental, web-based math solution for differentiated GPS 

instruction that meets a student where he/she is READY to learn! The artificial intelligence engine 

provides every student a unique learning path through explicit, systematic instruction, frequent 

progress monitoring, corrective & immediate feedback, and textbook integration for connections & 

extra support. Come see why ALEKS is a Math Support MUST HAVE! NEW in ALEKS: 

standards-based reporting & create your own quizzes. Complimentary demo CD! 
Callaway Hitting a Homerun with Math and Literature  

Aila Dakue Dark, Parklane ES, Jacqueline Burns and 

#3 

K ï 5  

Daphne Mills, Oak Knoll ES, and Bobby Butler, Renaissance ES 

With so much emphasis on reading and mathematics, why not team them up to have an integrated 

lesson with all the excitement of a reading a story, but learning a math concept at the same time. 

Participants will be treated to lessons based on popular children's books that lend themselves to 

GPS math concepts. Come prepared to walk away with a lesson that can be implemented in your 

classroom the next day. 
Barkuloo 

Rich 1 
Coordinated Resources for Math 2 

Joyce Hale, Walch Education  

#4 

10 ï 12  

This session provides an overview of the coordinated Mathematics 2 program developed through a 

partnership between Walch Education and a GA school district. Participants will engage in 

activities built around the GA Math 2 Framework and Performance Tasks and will leave with 

sample materials from the Math 2, Math 2 Support, and Accelerated Math 2 programs. The 

instructional materials employ a wide variety of approaches included investigation, graphing 

calculator use, wikis, direct instruction, guided practice, and station-based activities. 
Krannert 3 Whatôs the Big IDEA? Intervene, Differentiate, Engage, Assess 

Kyri Harris and Michelle Lowe, Kaplan K12 Learning Services 

#5 

6 ï 12  

Research tells us that students who struggle in mathematics need instruction that is explicit and 

scaffolded. These students need instruction that Intervenes just-in-time; Differentiates learning 

styles; Engages and motivates; and Assesses for understanding. Learn IDEAôs that will help 

students see mathematical relationships and make connections that prepare them for math success 

while equipping teachers with instructional strategies that respond to intervention. 
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Thursday 8-9 AM  (continued) 
 

Wildlife  

Ecology 3 
Closing the Math Achievement Gap with Technology and 

Data-Driven Instruction in I CAN Learn® Classrooms 

#6 

5 - College 

Jeff Hildebrandt, I CAN Learn Education Systems, Inc.  

In order to stay competitive in a global economy, it is critical to get U.S. students through the 

ñAlgebra Gateway,ò and move them on to higher level mathematics. In light of the persistent Math 

Achievement Gap in this country, this is a daunting challenge. This presentation describes how 

some U.S. schools are using a computer-based math curriculum and data-driven instruction to close 

the Math Achievement Gap.   

 
Dining Hall D The Math Party: Learning Mathematics Through Music 

Stephanie Pasley, Step By Step Expressions, Inc. 

#7 

PreK ï 12  

The MATH PARTY session will encompass songs, raps, chants, and movements that can be 

infused into your existing mathematics curriculum. In this electrifying session, you will sing, dance, 

and most importantly, learn. The motivating, musical, mathematical repertoire includes age-

appropriate content for students in Pre-K through Grade 12. Teachers, students, parents, counselors 

and administrators are welcome. This session will be INTERACTIVE, MOTIVATIONAL, 

INSPIRATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL!!!!!  

(Please note: This session will be repeated on Friday, 11:45-12:45) 

 
International  

Paper 1 
Unit Planning 

Jennifer Peek, A. S. Staley MS 

#8 

6 ï 8 

Text, task, and testing. 

How to plan your units for effective and balanced classroom instruction. 

 
Krannert 2 Important Attributes of Excellent Teaching in Mathematics 

Polly Pohlman, Loganville HS 

#9 

7 ï 12  

This session is an opportunity for various stakeholders, including students, teachers, parents and 

administrators, to voice their opinions on what is the essence of excellent teaching. Several 

questions will be addressed: What are the best practices of effective teachers? How can a teacher 

influence student performance? How do some teachers make a significant difference in the lives of 

their students? The goal of the session is for participants to determine the order of importance of the 

set of excellent teacher attributes from their vantage point. 

 
International 

Paper 2 
My Identity as a Mathematics Teacher 

Anthony Stinson, Lakeside HS 

#10 

6 ï 12  

The purpose of this session is help mathematics teachers construct "their identity" as mathematics 

teachers. There are several principles which constitute teacher identity in facilitating learning in the 

mathematics classroom, e.g., discourse richness and agency. Do you know yours? As we move 

further with GPS, does your identity foster change in your practices in the mathematics classroom.  

Do I need to change as a mathematics teacher? Come and find out how... 
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Thursday 8-9 AM  (continued) 
 

Bankers Helping Struggling Students Master Mathematics 

Valencia Thornton, C.R.A.M. Academy 

#11 

3 ï 8  

Do you want your students leaving your class motivated and ready to return? Come join me as I 

share with you practical math strategies that will help any reluctant learner. During this session, 

techniques will be presented to assist teachers in teaching state standards more effectively.  

Creative ways of assessment will be demonstrated to incorporate a win-win environment for both 

students and teachers. 

 
Georgia  

Power 2 
Using GeoGebra in the Middle School Mathematics:  

An Introduction  

#12 

6 ï 8  

Bill Whitmire, Francis Marion University 

GeoGebra is an easy-to-use, free, open-source, cross-platform computer program that can be used 

to demonstrate and/or investigate concepts found in middle-grades mathematics (integers, pre-

algebra and geometry). Bring your own Laptop to explore Geogebra and a jump drive to get 

GeoGebra (Software) and GeogebraWikis (activities).   

 
Clover 

(Dining Hall) 
"We're Goin g to Change the Way We Teach" 

The Use of Technology in a Standards-Based Classroom 

#13 

PreK ï 12  

Matthew White, Webster County HS and Jason Williams, Americus Sumter HS 

Paper, pencil, desk. . . After 50 years, same óole ways of teaching are not enough to reach the 

majority of students. This session will look at the use of technology in standards-based classrooms.  

Time is valuable and this session will allow you to work smarter, not harder, when preparing 

lessons and activities utilizing technology. Bring your lesson ideas and we will try to help you to 

technologically adapt your lessons to improve student understanding.   

 
Wildlife  

Ecology 1 
From Rates of Change to Accumulation: 

Bridging the Gap with Euler's Method 

#14 

11 - 12 

Dennis Wilson, Landmark Christian School 

Participants in this hands-on workshop will get to explore the ability of the TI Nspire CAS to help 

students learn math using multiple representations. In one activity, participants will use the 

graphing and spreadsheet environments of the handheld to develop Eulerôs method from the 

equations of tangent lines. In the second activity, participants will get to connect the geometry of 

the graph from their first activity to develop Riemann Sums from Eulerôs method. 
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Thursday Extended Sessions 8-10 AM  
 
Georgia  

Power 3 
Exploring the Rhombic Dodecahedron 

Shelly Bydlinski, Glynn County Schools and 

#15 

4 ï 9 

Neomi McClendon, Risley Early College Academy 

If you are familiar with M.C. Escher's print "Waterfall," this shape is atop the tower in the upper 

right hand corner. Participants will explore the relationship of the rhombic dodecahedron to the 

cube and the space-filling or tessellating properties of both polyhedra by building a ñmake and 

takeò model. This standards-based activity can be used to keep students mentally and actively 

engaged in meaningful mathematics while giving students a context to use and apply important 

geometric vocabulary and concepts. 
Wildlife  

Ecology 4 
Math Education and Technology as Vinegar and Oil 

Clancy Garner, Kennesaw State University 

#16 

PreK-College 

Where do we draw the line for use of technology when teaching students mathematics? Where we 

are, where we should be, what the standards say, and what will it look like when we get there. All 

from someone who wanted technology banned in the classroom and is now a great proponent of 

technology as routine. 

 
Barkuloo 

Rich 3 
From Kindergarten to Calculus: A Seamless Transition 

Everett McCoy and Julie Burke, North Springs HS 

#17 

K ï 3 

We will present several activities designed to teach the primary grades curriculum in a way which 

prepares the child's mathematical thinking to facilitate the later acquisition of higher mathematical 

ideas. 

 
Georgia  

Power 1 
Re-engaging Students Who Have Been 

Turned Off to Mathematics 

#18 

6 ï 12 

Pamela Seda, DeKalb County School System 

For too many students, the cost of learning mathematics is too high for them. Unlike failed learners, 

who at least try, intentional non-learners believe that if they don't try, then they can't fail. In this 

interactive session, participants will learn strategies for re-engaging students who have decided that 

mathematics is not for them. 

 
Wildlife  

Ecology 2 
Getting "Nspired" to Teach Accelerated Math II  

Don Slater, Lassiter HS 

#19 

9 -11 

The TI-Nspire calculator allows students to explore mathematical concepts in a multitude of 

interactive modes. Come learn this new technology in a hands-on session as we examine a variety 

of concepts from the Math II and Math III curriculum.   

 
Krannert 1 Teaching Geometric Shape Recognition With New Activities 

Alisha Waller and Greg Watson, Learning with Alisha! LLC 

#20 

PreK ï 5 

In this workshop, participants will learn new activities for teaching children to correctly identify 

and analyze the characteristics of geometric shapes. Using the van Heile theory, we will discuss 

common student perceptions and misconceptions and how teachers can help students develop 

correct understandings. Each participant will receive a set of manipulatives and the directions for 

five activities.   
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Thursday 9:15-10:15 AM  
 

Senior 

Pavilion 
Georgia Department of Education Update 

Janet Davis 

#21 

K ï 12 

Mathematics Program Manager 

Come hear an update about what is going on at the state department that  

affects teachers and students in Georgia! 

 
International  

Paper 3 
Teaching Mathematics Within the Postmodern 

Randall Archer, Berkmar HS and Erika Bullock, McEachern HS 

#22 

PreK-College 

This presentation will provide an overview of postmodern philosophy and its impact on K-12 

Mathematics Education. A great deal of focus will be on understanding the postmodern 

mathematics student. Work by a variety of authors discussed including Walshaw, Neyland, 

Skovsmose, Stinson, St. Pierre, Foucault, Deleuze and Guattari and Lyotard among others. 

 
International 

Paper 2 
Teaching Advanced Mathematics in Grades 9-12: 

A Strategy for Increasing Student Interest 

#23 

9 ï 12 

Robert Blumenthal, Georgia College & State University 

In this presentation, we will discuss a strategy for stimulating student interest in mathematics by 

offering suggestions for advanced topics which are accessible to the students and which have the 

potential of changing their perception of mathematics and increasing their interest in further study.  

Possible collaboration between high school and college faculty which can help facilitate this 

endeavor will also be discussed. 

 
Bankers  Use the C-R-A Instructional Approach for  

Math Intervention & Success  

#24 

3 ï 8 

Kay Frantz, Independent Math Consultant 

Using the Concrete - Representational - Abstract approach, students model math skills using 

manipulatives, and then visually represent these concepts on paper to help transform the skill from 

concrete to abstract. This representational BRIDGE deepens the understanding of the skill and 

enables students to apply their new understanding into performance-based math & student success!  

I will demonstrate this approach using Northpoint Horizon's NEW intervention program MATH 

ELEVATIONS. Handouts, samples, & door prizes provided! 

 
Clover 

(Dining Hall) 
Twelve-and-a-Half Days 

Chuck Garner, Rockdale Magnet School 

#25 

9 ï 12 

How much time do we really have to teach in one school year? I will give a new perspective on 

planning by focusing first on the big picture: the entire school year. 

 
International  

Paper 1 
Making Sense with Linear Equations 

Bert Green, Peachtree Ridge HS 

#26 

8 ï 12 

Graphing linear equations is a topic we do in every level of math. In this session, we will graph and 

write linear equations in a way that all students can understand. We will also explore the concepts 

of slope, parallel and perpendicular lines, and horizontal and vertical lines as well as explore how 

they relate to each other and linear equations in standard form. 
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Thursday 9:15-10:15 AM  (continued) 
Wildlife  

Ecology 1 
Manipulatives and the TI-84 Graphing Calculator 

Jenna Mauriello, Rockdale County Public Schools 

#27 

8 

Current best practices in the field of middle level mathematics encourage teachers to implement the 

use of collaborative, hands on, and inquiry based tasks as well as providing students with the 

opportunity to use educational technology. This session is designed to be an interactive and 

collaborative class experience where teachers will be exposed to various middle school 

mathematics activities centered on manipulative use and technology such as the TI-84 graphing 

calculator.   

 
Barkuloo 

Rich 1 
Let them Connect!! Strategies to Reach Them All! 

Rudy Neufeld, Thames Valley Schools, Ontario & Neufeld Math, 

#28 

5 ï 9 

Aben Ellerbee, Houston ISD Math Lead, and Connie Kitchens, West MS 

We will share methods that use interactive software and manipulatives to "hook" students with a 

wide range of abilities to order to build confidence and understanding. Specific concepts ranging 

from operations, whole numbers, integers, fractions and decimals to geometry and algebraic 

thinking will be addressed. Participants will receive a CD and corresponding lesson support 

materials which can be used in a variety of learning environments ranging from resource, 

intervention, enrichment and regular classroom use.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes 
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Thursday Extended Sessions 9:15-11:15 AM  
 

Callaway 

 
 

Be a Math Hero in Your Classroom 

#29 

6 ï 12 

Ana Escuder, Florida Atlantic University 

How can we visualize multiplication of fractions? Does a flower have symmetry? What is the 

minimum length of a mirror needed to see your body from head to toe? Do your students really 

understand the Pythagorean Theorem? Help your students visualize, discover, and experiment with 

many mathematical concepts using GeoGebra, free Dynamic Mathematics software. This 

presentation will provide you with information and materials needed to start using the software in 

your classroom. 

 

Ana Escuder is a doctorate student at Florida Atlantic University in Curriculum, Culture and 

Educational Inquiry and her main interest is the acquisition of mathematical pedagogical content 

knowledge by novice teachers. She started her professional career as a middle school mathematics 

teacher. Later, as a high school mathematics teacher, Ana developed and established the first 

computer-based lab for advanced students in Geometry using Cabri dynamic education software.  

 

Since 2004, Ana has been the Project Manager of a National Science Foundation (NSF) grant 

funding a Mathematics and Science Partnership (MSP) between FAU and Broward County Public 

Schools. Under this grant, FAU provides a Masterôs degree program for middle school 

mathematics teachers in Broward County. Ana has led the program by designing curriculum and 

teaching mathematics content classes with a strong emphasis in use of technology tools and 

GeoGebra dynamic software. Ana has had the invaluable opportunity to work with Dr. Markus 

Hohenwarter, the creator and developer of the open-source software GeoGebra, providing him 

with valuable field experience to evolve the software to better meet educatorôs needs. Ana has 

organized and conducted many workshops on GeoGebra nationwide including Maine, Arkansas, 

and Colorado.  

 
Krannert 2 Problem Solving in the Primary Grades 

Lynn Janes, Bibb County School District and 

Jamie Akin, Howard HS 

#30 

K ï 2 

In order to help our students become better problem solvers, we need to be aware of our own 

problem solving processes. This session will encourage teachers to examine their own problem 

solving process in order to support students. Participants will leave with ideas and activities that 

can be incorporated into their class upon return. 

 
Georgia  

Power 2 
Problem Solving: NOT A Problem! 

Jonathan McGavin, Orrs ES, Ami Rivera, Jackson Road ES, 

#31 

PreK ï 5  

Debi Hancock, Cowan Road ES, and Tonya Hiers, New Hope ES 

This presentation will take you on a step by step tour of Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI). 

Videos will be presented of actual CGI lessons to help you understand how CGI looks and works in 

the classroom. CGI is aligned with GPS across the curriculum; it is also a researched based 

intervention to be used with RTI. Sample lessons will be shared for you to use in your classroom 

along with other useful resources.     
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Thursday Extended Sessions            

9:15-11:15 AM  (continued) 
 

Dining Hall D ALGEBRA:  Success for ALL 

Sara Delano Moore, ETA/Cuisenaire 

#32 

6 ï 12 

ñAlgebra phobiaò disappears as students actively discover patterns, apply theories, and solve 

algebra problems through visual investigations using Algeblocks. Algeblocks will enable your 

students to represent constants and variables with area models ï making it easier for them to see 

and build algebraic expressions and equations and make the natural connection between algebra 

and geometry. The XY Coordinate Pegboard allows students to graph equations and discover slope 

before transitioning to graphing calculators and other technological tools for studying functions. 

 
Wildlife  

Ecology 3 
Divide to Conquer:  

The Sum of the Parts Presents the Whole Picture 

#33 

10 ï College 

Kenn Pendleton, University of Maryland & Casio 

Working in small groups ï each making a unique contribution to a collective body of knowledge ï 

engages more students and promotes active learning. A graphing calculator provides a perfect 

means for doing so and offers the opportunity to explore complex questions. Three first-hand 

experiences in Statistics topics will be provided.   

 
Krannert 3 Integrating and Differentiating with the Total Coach Approach 

Sue Vansant, Lee County MS & Triumph Learning 

#34 

3 ï 8 

Receive practical strategies and hands-on activities for integrating Coach into your daily 

instruction. Emphasis will be placed on using data along with the total Coach approach to 

facilitate differentiation within your classroom. For those attending, you will receive a sneak 

preview of our new web-based program, COACH CONNECTED. 

 

Notes 
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Thursday 10:30-11:30 AM   
 

Senior 

Pavilion 
Multiplying and Dividing Fractions - What Does It Mean? 

Janie Cates, University of West Georgia 

#35 

5 ï 6 

Why don't we use common denominators for fraction multiplication and division? Why do we 

invert and multiply? Come find out the answers to these questions and more through a variety of 

hands-on activities. Leave with ideas and activities you can use in your classroom next week! 

 

Dr. Janie Cates is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics Education at the University of West 

Georgia. She has over 17 years of experience in public and private P-12 schools as well as post 

secondary education. In addition to her duties at the University of West Georgia, she serves 

school districts throughout the southeastern United States as a mathematics education 

consultant. 

 
Wildlife  

Ecology 1 
Realistic Motion Problems with TI-Nspire 

Irina Lyublinskaya, College of Staten Island 

#36 

9 ï 12 

Motion problems are used at all levels of mathematics. With TI-Nspire technology you can 

create realistic motion animations. In this workshop you will learn how to simulate various 

motion situations that could be used for data collection and analysis from algebra to calculus. 

 

Irina Lyublinskaya received Master's degree in Physics in 1986, Ph.D. in Theoretical and 

Mathematical Physics in 1991 from the Leningrad State University and has published 

substantially in that field. She has taught at the university as well as the high school level for 

over 20 years. In recent years she has directed her professional endeavors to the curriculum 

development and research in the area of integrating technology into mathematics and science 

education and to the professional development of mathematics and science teachers, conducting 

grant-funded workshops to help teachers learn to use educational technology. She has received 

grants for these projects from a variety of agencies, including the US Department of Education 

and the National Science Foundation. Irina is a recipient of Radioshack/Tandy Prize for 

Teaching Excellence Mathematics, Science, and Computer Science, NSTA Distinguished Science 

Teaching Award and citation, Educationôs Unsung Heroes Award for innovation in the 

classroom, and NSTA Vernier Technology Award. She has published multiple articles and 10 

books about teaching of mathematics and science. Her research interests are in the area of 

integrating instructional technology into mathematics and science education, and professional 

development of pre-service and in-service teachers. 

 
Georgia  

Power 1 
Writing to L earn Mathematics 

Devie Archebelle, King Danforth ES 

#37 

3 ï 9 

Participants will be introduced to the cubing writing strategy which includes Bloom's Taxonomy 

questions that students will answer in writing when learning mathematics. I will demonstrate 

how to make the cube and how to implement the strategy in the mathematics classroom.   

 

 

 

 

 




